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Call to worship Set Apart

Hymn CH4 202 Stand Up And Bless The Lord

Prayer of Approach Dull Embers

Address Christianity Was There

Address Standing Apart

Hymn CH4 252 As A Fire Is Meant For Burning

Reading(s): Jeremiah 23:23-29

Psalm 82

Luke 12:49-56

Hymn CH4 625 O Thou Who Camest From Above

Sermon Kindled Fire

Hymn CH4 622 We Sing A Love

Prayers of Intercession From A Spark To A Flame

Offering Set Apart

Hymn CH4 448 Shine Jesus Shine

Benediction The Weapons Of Love



Call to worship Set Apart

Come, Let us set apart this hour to worship the Lord
Let us offer our hearts and minds to our Father
Come. Let us set apart this hour to encounter the Lord
Let us offer our words and our hopes and dreams to our Father
Come. Let us set apart this hour to praise the Lord
Let us lift up our voices in song to our Father
Let us worship the Lord



Hymn CH4 202 Stand Up And Bless The Lord

Stand up and bless the Lord
All people of His choice;
Stand up and bless the Lord your God
With heart and soul and voice.

Though high above all praise,
Above all blessing high,
Who would not fear His holy Name,
Give thanks and magnify?

O for the living flame
From His own altar brought,
To touch our lips, our minds inspire,
And wing to heaven our thought!

God is our Strength and Song,
And His salvation ours;
Then be His love in Christ proclaimed
With all our ransomed thoughts.

Stand up and bless the Lord;
The Lord your God adore;
Stand up and bless His glorious Name;
Both now and Henceforth forevermore.



Prayer of Approach Dull Embers

Lord God
At Pentecost your Holy Spirit fell upon the Apostles
Like tongues of flame that lit up their souls
We praise you for the gift of the Holy Spirit 
We praise you for the fire of Heaven that lit up their souls.
Although we are such tiny, seemingly insignificant creatures
You send your Holy Spirit to us to dwell within us
Although we are so imprefect in so many ways
You make our hearts your throne
We praise you for the love you have lavished on us
We praise you for the fire of Heaven that touches our souls
We are aware, too, that so often we let that fire die down
We become like dull embers
Not warm enough to warm the cold and the homeless
Not warm enough to care
Not bright enough to bring hope to those in despair
Not bright enough for people to see your love in us
We become like dull embers
Forgive us Lord. Forgive us
We don’t live the kinds of life you want us to live
We do not love as you have loved us
We become like dull embers
Forgive these faults and those we bring in silence

Lord God, come send your Holy Spirit upon us
May we know the joy of Pentecost
May the fire of Heaven touch our souls
And bring them blazing to life
May he be our true companion all our days
Inspiring us, bringing light and warmth to our hearts
That we may share with others
This we ask in the name of him who promised your Spirit
Our Lord jesus Christ

LINK TO LORD’S PRAYER



Address Christianity Was There

Some speak of Augustine
That mighty saint of yore
Who came to bring the Gospel
To benighted England’s shore
Yet if you read the documents
And study them with care
He didn’t bring the faith with him
Christianity was there

And some speak of St Peter
Who journeyed far from home
Some speak of Paul of Tarsus
Who wrote to those in Rome
But he wrote to the faithful
Who gathered when they dared
Neither saint brought faith to Rome
Christianity was there

Some speak of saint Ninian
In windswept Northern lands
Others speak of Patrick
Who beached on Irish sands
But among the tales of miracles
There’s a whisper in the air
They weren’t the first to spread the Word
Christianity was there

Unknown slaves and servants
Unknown trading folk
Unknown women, soldiers
Lived and touched and spoke
Of a Lord that brought salvation
Of a God who came to care
In countless quietened voices
Christianity was there



Address Standing Apart

Sometimes we have to do things just because they’re right. And sometimes that 
can be hard. There can be times when we think we ought to go along with our 
friends, even if they’re doing stuff we know is wrong. It takes strngth sometimes 
to say to our friends that what they’re doing is wrong and to walk away if it’s 
necessary.

Trust me - trust me as someone who got that wrong once when I wasn’t much 
older than you. It’s worth it.



Hymn CH4 252 As A Fire Is Meant For Burning

As a fire is meant for burning
with a bright and warming flame,
so the church is meant for mission,
giving glory to God’s name.
Preaching Christ and not our customs,
let us build a bridge of care,
joining hands across the nations,
finding neighbours everywhere.

We are learners; we are teachers;
we are pilgrims on the way.
We are seekers; we are givers;
we are vessels made of clay.
By our gentle loving actions, 
we would show that Christ is light.
in a humble, listening spirit, 
we would live to God’s delight.

As a green bud in the springtime 
is a sign of life renewed,
so may we be signs of oneness 
mid earth’s peoples many hued.
As a rainbow lights the heavens 
when a storm is past and gone,
may our lives reflect the radiance 
of God’s new and glorious dawn.



Reading(s): Jeremiah 23:23-29

Am I a God near by, says the LORD, and not a God far off? Who can hide in 
secret places so that I cannot see them? says the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and 
earth? says the LORD.
I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, 
“I have dreamed, I have dreamed!” How long? Will the hearts of the prophets 
ever turn back--those who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their 
own heart? They plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams that 
they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. Let the 
prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word speak 
my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says the LORD. Is 
not my word like fire, says the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in 
pieces?

Psalm 82

God has taken his place in the divine council; in the midst of the gods he holds 
judgment: How long will you judge unjustly and show partiality to the wicked?   
Give justice to the weak and the orphan; maintain the right of the lowly and the 
destitute. Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the 
wicked.” They have neither knowledge nor understanding, they walk around in 
darkness; all the foundations of the earth are shaken.
I say, “You are gods, children of the Most High, all of you; nevertheless, you 
shall die like mortals, and fall like any prince.”
Rise up, O God, judge the earth; for all the nations belong to you!

Luke 12:49-56

 “I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!  I have 
a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is 
completed!
Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but 
rather division! From now on five in one household will be divided, three against 



two and two against three; they will be divided: father against son and son 
against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-
law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”
He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you 
immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. And when you see the 
south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. You 
hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why 
do you not know how to interpret the present time?



Hymn CH4 625 O Thou Who Camest From Above

O thou who camest from above
the pure celestial fire to impart,
kindle a flame of sacred love
on the mean altar of my heart.

There let it for thy glory burn
with inextinguishable blaze,
and trembling to its source return,
in humble prayer and fervent praise.

Jesus, confirm my heart’s desire
to work and speak and think for thee;
still let me guard the holy fire,
and still stir up thy gift in me.

Ready for all thy perfect will,
my acts of faith and love repeat,
till death thy endless mercies seal,
and make the sacrifice complete.



Sermon Kindled Fire

I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were 
already kindled!  (Luke 12:49)

And Jesus said, “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the Earth. If that’s 
all right with you”. No. Of course he didn’t. Sometimes I wonder about the way 
we represent Jesus to the world, and about the way we present what it means to 
be a Christian. Many years ago, in a Beyond The Fringe show, Alan Bennett 
poked fun at insipid sermons full of platitudes like “and I had enjoyed my tin of 
sardines, but I found there was a little bit in the corner that I couldn’t get out. Do 
you have a little bit in the corner that you can’t get out? I know I do.” And 
sometimes when we talk about Jesus we go so far into “Gentle Jesus, meek and 
mild” mode that we give the impression that he was - well, a bit of a wimp. That 
would be the man who drove the money changers from the Temple with a 
knotted cord, who endured beating and flogging and still carried his Cross. 
Gentle Jesus, meek and mild? Aye, right. 

In our gospel reading this morning Jesus is pretty full-on. He talks about bringing 
a sword and division. He talks about bringing fire to the earth and longing for it 
to be kindled. Not exactly insipid, is it. Not exactly wimpish. Now, there are 
some who would regard this as a “problem” passage - especially in a time when 
religion has been used to attempt to justify atrocity and terrorism. Some would 
speak of ‘spiritualising’ this passage in some way. I would suggest to you, 
though, that these are words are what they seem to be - they are words of steel 
and fire - words that would be necessary not only for the people who would have 
heard these words not from Jesus’s lips, but also for those hearing them second-
hand through Luke’s account, whether they were first and second century 
Christians, or twenty-first century Christians. 

For a fire was kindled. On the Cross of Calvary and in the empty tomb a fire was 
kindled that is meant to bring light for humanity; a fire that is meant to warm the 
hearts of men and women across this planet of ours. It is a revelation of love - the 
love of God for all his children; for the thief who hung nailed to the Cross beside 
Christ, for the beggar on the street who found new sight at the touch of Christ, 
for the shunned outsider called down from a tree. This is the fire that was kindled 



in Christ - a revelation of love; the love of God for the world that is so big that he 
gave his own son for each and every one of us. And why this passage was so 
important to the early followers of Jesus was that it gave them purpose. They 
were meant to let that same fire burn within them; they were meant to carry it and 
kindle it in others. They were meant to take that revelation of love - the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ - and spread it. And so are we.

Thing is, though, there are those who would like to shut religion up. There are 
those who would argue that religion is a “private” matter that should have no 
place in public life. There are those who would say that religion is ‘divisive’ and 
that to preserve the unity of society religion should be silenced. I’ve heard it said, 
by otherwise educated and intelligent people, that the wearing of religious 
symbols - a Cross, a headscarf, a star of David - should be outlawed, because 
they cause ‘offence’ and ‘division’. That if we want society to be strong we need 
to restrict religion to home and church and silence it in the outside world. Yes, 
well, there were countries in Europe in the 1920s and 1930s that bought into the 
notion that a strong society is a united society, so any voices that might provoke 
division had to be silenced. That didn’t end awfully well.

Division is part of life. And let me be crystal clear here. Division is not hatred 
and conflict is not violence. You can disagree with someone as much as you like 
and still love them. You can differ from someone in every conceivable way and 
still care for them. If we believe passionately about something - whether it’s 
religion or politics or football or whatever - it’s going to cause division. But we 
are grown up people living in a free society that allows us to express our 
differences. Let’s not be diffident about that. Let’s not be insipid in the way we 
express our faith and about the way it impacts on society. Rather let that fire, 
kindled on the Cross of Calvary and in the empty tomb inspire us, fill us, and let 
us carry it out into the world.

Because the world needs that fire - it needs the revelation of God’s love for all 
humanity - ALL humanity. The world needs the body of Christ to stand aside 
from the ways of the world sometimes and for us to set ourselves against the 
trends of the times or that most insidious of phrases, “everyone knows that...”

“Everyone knows” that folk coming into this country are stealing our jobs by 
undercutting local workers. They all live five to a room over there you know - 
they don’t mind living in a shed out the back of the hotel / factory / sweathouse. 



“Everyone knows” that benefits claimants are all on the fiddle - oh yes! You’ve 
seen the reports in the papers - folk playing tennis when they’re claiming 
invalidity or lounging all day on their plush settees watching their widescreen 
TVs with their 10 kids. “Everyone knows” that Moslems are all intent on 
blowing themselves up to get into heaven with all those houris they get through 
being martyrs. Think I’m exaggerating? No. I’m quoting. Those are the words of 
“common knowledge” that are going about on websites - and not wee obscure 
ones like reactionarynutter.com. I’m talking the BBC site and I’m talking 
Facebook.

In our gospel passage this morning Jesus is pretty full on. He’s talking conflict 
and division. He’s talking fire and steel. Division is part of life and part of being 
a Christian is conflict - conflict with all those things that are wrong and unjust in 
the world, all the things that seek to dissuade us from the insight Christ gives us 
that all humanity are the children of God and are loved beyond measure; conflict 
with all those things that seek to brutalise us and persuade us that we are nothing 
more than selfish beasts whose purpose is to get all we can for ourselves - that 
the spoils go to the strong and that weak go to the wall; conflict with all the 
comfortable lies that are so easily spread to assure us that we have no 
responsibility for the weak, the outsider, the poor or the unemployed.

These are words of fire and steel. We need steel. We need to be ready to stand 
firm against those who would tell us to shut up and go away, who would seek to 
silence us, who would offer us scorn, derision and mockery. Because we have a 
fire that has been kindled, a fire that needs to be spread. We have a fire that is 
meant to enlighten humanity and warm all our hearts. It is a fire that was not and 
is not spread by religious superheroes and saints, by inspired preachers or 
unworldly prophets. It is a fire that is spread through words and actions of 
ordinary people like you and me - whether it’s through letters to the paper, or 
engagement on internet sites, or just simply saying “No” when someone starts on 
one of those “everyone knows” things.

For this is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. God came into the world among the poor; 
he embraced the outcast. He fed the hungry. He associated himself with the 
prisoner and the sick and the naked. He proclaimed God’s love for ALL his 
children and showed that everyone matters and should be treated with dignity 
and respect as befits a child of God. If that brings conflict so be it. Let us trust 
God to supply us with fire and steel enough to pursue that conflict God’s way - 



by returning compassion for derision, by returning truth for lies, by returning 
love for hate. This is the way Jesus taught and that is how he is revealed.

Lord, let us not be diffident. We have a gospel of love to proclaim. Let economics 
or politics not  blind us to that



Hymn CH4 622 We Sing A Love

We sing a love that sets all people free, 
That blows like wind, that burns like scorching flame, 
Enfolds like earth, springs up like water clear. 
Come, living love, live in our hearts today. 

We sing a love that seeks another’s good 
That longs to serve and not to count the cost, 
A love that yielding finds itself made new. 
Come, caring love, live in our hearts today. 

We sing a love, unflinching, unafraid 
To be itself despite another’s wrath, 
A love that stands alone and undismayed. 
Come, strengthening love, live in our hearts today. 

We sing a love that, wandering, will not rest
Until it finds its way, its home, its source
Through joy and sadness Pressing on refreshed
Come pilgrim love, live in our hearts today

We sing the Holy Spirit, full of love
Who seeks out scars of ancient bitterness
Brings to our wounds the healing grace of Christ
Come radiant love, live in our hearts today



Prayers of Intercession From A Spark To A Flame

Lord and Father come change our love
From a spark to a flame

Father of all
There is so much wrong in the world
So much hurting, so much sorrow
Sometimes we despair that anything can be done
And so we limit our care
Lord and Father come change our love

For there are so many who need warmth of love
We think of the lonely and the forgotten
We think of the bereaved and those facing death
We think of those who are sick in mind or soul or body
We think of those who are broken by stress
As we hold them in our hearts
Lord and Father come change our love

For there are those who need the light of truth
We think of the exploited and the enslaved
We think of the outcasts and the homeless
We think of the poor and the hungry
We think victimised and the demonised
As we hold them in our prayers
Lord and Father come change our love

For there are those who need the fire of justice
We think of those who are sold and trafficked
We think of those who are beaten and tortured
We think of those who are caught up in violence
We think of those who are spat on because they are different
As we hold them in our thoughts
Lord and Father come change our love

For the world needs the warmth of love



Send us, Lord, to be your touch of care
And the world needs the light of truth
Send us Lord to be your word to the world
And the world needs the fire of justice
Send us Lord to be your challenge of righteousness
And when we become despairing or limit our care
Lord and Father come change our love

All this we ask in the name of Jesus
Who has kindled a fire in humanity, in our hearts
Calling us to follow him
In showing your love to all humanity
In his name we ask
Lord and Father come change our love



Offering Set Apart

Lord we thank you
For those in whom your fire has burned
And have stood apart from selfishness and greed
To speak for the poor and the forgotten
To stand up for what is right and just
To proclaim your Son’s Gospel of forgiveness and redemption
Lord we thank you for that Gospel
And for your Son who brought it
For the example of self-giving he left us
Giving himself for us
Lord we thank you
For all the blessings we have known
For love and laughter, for home and food
For song and beauty, for thought and reason
In thanksgiving we bring these offerings
May they and we be blessed
May they and we be rededicated
Set apart for your glory
Set apart for the building up of your Church
For your work in the world and the bringing in of your Kingdom



Hymn CH4 448 Shine Jesus Shine

Lord, the light of your love is shining,
in the midst of the darkness, shining:
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us;
set us free by the truth you now bring us -
shine on me, shine on me.
Shine, Jesus, shine,
fill this land with the Father’s glory;
blaze, Spirit, blaze,
set our hearts onfire.
Flow, river, flow,
flood the nations with grace and mercy;
send forth your word, 
Lord, and let there be light!

Lord, I come to your awesome presence,
from the shadows into your radiance;
by your blood I may enter your brightness:
search me, try me, consume all my darkness,
shine on me, shine on me.

As we gaze on your kingly brightness
so our faces display your likeness,
ever changing from glory to glory:
mirrored here, may our lives tell your story.
Shine on me, shine on me.



Benediction The Weapons Of Love

The Lord has equipped you with the weapons of love
Truth, justice and faith he has placed in your hands
Go now to be true where there is falsehood
Go now to be just where there is wrong
Go now to be faith among the faithless
Above all, go to love those you meet
For you are the children of God
And now may the breath of God be ever at your backs
May the teachings of his son, our Lord Jesus Christ, be ever in your minds
May the presence and comfort of the Holy Spirit be ever in your hearts


