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Andrew’s sermon, Sunday 8th September    “The cost of service”
 His children’s address told the following story of how high the price that service to Christ can be:

When the Soldiers Came
It was late one night in China in the late 1960s - during the height of what was called the Cultural 
Revolution - that a group of Christians gathered in the house of one of their number. They prayed 
quietly - they didn’t sing in case their hymns were heard, because their faith was illegal and many 
had been arrested and taken away to be “re-educated”. Yet they gathered. There was a harsh knock 
on the door; metal, not flesh on wood. Silence. One man rose from the group - it was his house, he 
had to answer and he would have to answer for what came next. He opened the door and his worst 
fears were true. Two soldiers stood outside. They forced their way in and stood, barking at the at the 
small group of men and women, their guns in their hands. “Are you Christians?” they demanded. 
The householder stood between the two soldiers and the guests in his house. Who knows what 
thoughts scurried across his mind; how many convincing lies he could have told. Instead of all of 
them he said “Yes, we are”. The soldiers looked at each other. “Forgive us” one said. “We had to 
know we could trust you”. Then they laid their guns on the floor and joined the small group in their 
worship of Christ. They had heard word of this saviour through brave whispers and courage under 
torture. And now their decision was made.

See our website for all of Andrew’s sermons and the content of all of our recent services.
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Our next Communion is 
Sunday 6th October, 11:30am

Please join us Everyone welcome
Communion is (normally) held at Canonbie United Parish Church on the first Sunday of March, June, Sept. & Dec.

We were unable to hold Communion the first week in September because of Minister availability.

HARVEST FESTIVAL
 SUNDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER, 11:30am 

Bring along your foods and produce and give thanks.  We have bought 90kg of 
Fairtrade Malawian rice to sell in the auction at the end of the service.  We will 
celebrate our new links with Malawi and bring Fairtrade into our worship.  The 
service will be followed by a Bring & Share Lunch with soup.    Proceeds from 

the retiring collection and the auction will start funds for supporting our 
missionary links in Malawi.

Soup Kitchens
In the Village Hall

Saturday 19th October
Saturday 30th November 

11:30am – 1:30pm
£5 adult; £2.50 primary age child

Craft Fair
In the Village Hall

Saturday 2nd November
& 

Sunday 3rd November 
Teas, lunches and loads of crafts

http://www.canonbiechurch.org.uk/


A letter from Liz
Dear friends
We have been without a Minister now for over 9 months.  The last vacancy was filled within that 
time but we knew we were blessed to get Steve so quickly and that this time it would take longer.  
Meanwhile morale is high and we are very fortunate to have the continuity of our Interim 
Moderator Andrew Morton taking most services.  If you haven’t been to hear him preach yet you are 
missing a treat.
We are however, dropping behind a little with our freewill offerings which cover our allocation to 
church headquarters for mission & ministries, i.e. Minister’s salaries and the wider mission work of 
the church.  We cannot keep on plundering the fabric fund which we need for on-going church and 
manse maintenance.  We have just changed the original ceremonial doors of the church.  They have 
served us well for 193 years.  The new ones are beautiful and we hope they will last just as long.
I know in the current economic climate it is hard to ask you to reconsider your giving, but if every 
member were to increase just a bit then our books would balance.  Perhaps those of you who 
cannot come to church very often would consider using the envelopes available from Helen Irving 
(71470) and place your offering in one each week to be brought to church next time you come or 
given to your Elder when s/he visits.  Or you could consider giving by Standing Order; forms are 
available in the church or from the treasurer Fiona Smith (71616).
It would be so good when we do get our new minister to have no financial worries.
Thank you in advance and God bless
Elisabeth Findlay
Session Clerk

                                    

Our Malawian Experience
By Hannah Lane

“Peace, Love and Joy!” sang out the exquisite voices of 30 Malawian girls. We stood around 
with them, gathered in a circle; as we looked upon the African Girls Brigade group with 
fascination, I, for certain, was struck by these three words, and the peculiar ways in which 
they somehow seemed to bind our two countries together so completely. 
    For two weeks at the beginning of July this year, six members of the Youth Group and 
two of our leaders stayed in the town of Ekwendeni, Malawi. The main purpose of our stay 
was to gain and benefit from a unique experience of a completely different culture. Our 
Church and Scotland has long-established links with this very poor country in sub-saharan 
Africa. For many of us, our short taste of Malawian life was certainly a completely new 
experience; for me, this was the first time I had ever set foot outside the UK. However, this 
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Services
Remembrance  Service  10th  November. 
10:45am  at  the  war  memorial  and 
afterwards in the church.
Advance notice of Christmas Services:
Christmas Eve Watchnight – 8pm. 
Christmas Day Service by the Elders 10am.

Film nights

We intend to hold a couple of 
film nights this winter in the 

church.  Any ideas for a good 
family film with a christian 
message?  Please contact 

Weekly fellowship
meets (most) Mondays at Mozie Law, 7:30pm.  Call Ruth Foster on 71583 or check 
the website for details. At the moment the group are looking at Saints in Service 
and the next study will be on the life of Timothy – stimulus for the faint-hearted. 

Some of the passages to read are Acts 16, Phillipians 2, I Corinthians 16, 2 Timothy 
1 and 2.



is one step I am extremely glad I made; Africa taught all of us lessons, values and morals 
which have most definitely made us better people. 
Painting a local nursery school               Playing games with the children

One of the things I found most fascinating about the Malawians was their culture. Upon our 
arrival, it seemed quite obvious to me how differently things were done. We were taught 
how to greet others in proper Malawian style, how to say 'Good Morning' in Tumbuka, how 
to play their games, sing their songs, and attempt their dances. When we were invited to 
lunch or dinner at the home of a Malawian family, a bucket of warm water was passed round 
and our hands were washed for us; usually by the oldest female of the household. 
Mealtimes were certainly an interesting experience. To me, it seemed the Malawians relied 
on three foods as their life essentials; maize, peanuts and bananas. At almost every meal we 
were served nsima, a very bland, thick maize dish quite similar to polenta. Nsima was very 
important to the people in Ekwendeni; one man, after we had lunched at his home with his 
family, said quite bluntly to me, “If you lived here in Malawi, and you didn't grow maize to 
make nsima; you would die”. Seeing how so many people rely on one plant to feed them 
was quite enlightening; here in the UK, we take so much of what we're able to eat for 
granted. 
Every time we arrived at a village or school in and around Ekwendeni, crowds of children 
were there waiting for us, ready to greet us. Sometimes, we had to perform the Malawian 
handshake to nearly every person in a village; clasping your elbow with one hand and giving 
a slight bow of the head and ducking down slightly as you shake the person's hand with 
your other. We soon learned that the longer and more extravagant the handshake, the more 
respect that person had for you. I found it quite admirable the respect all Malawians seemed 
to have for their elders; at mealtimes at the guest house, Lois and Ruth were always served 
first, and everywhere we went they were recognised as being our leaders. 

 A ride in an ox cart                        Relay Races
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Perhaps the most exciting parts of our trip were the activities we took part in, the places we 
went, and the people we met. During the course of out stay, we took part in a wide range of 
activities; running a two-day holiday club at Chissangano school with a group from Northern 
Ireland, visiting local schools and villages where we played games with the children and 
talked to the villagers, visiting the hospital and HIV resource centre, picking chillies, visiting 
and painting a local nursery school, going on walks at 5am to see the African sunrise, 
visiting the markets in Mzuzu, and so much more. For me, one particular highlight and one 
activity I enjoyed the most was the games we taught to and played with the local children. 
We taught them a variety of our own games, including Duck Duck Goose and relay races. I 
was quite surprised to find I enjoyed these activities; from a young age, I have had a rather 
strong dislike for team relay races, but playing them with the Malawian children was very 
much an exciting and enjoyable experience. It seemed that all Malawians are quite excellent 
at netball, football and volleyball; whenever we played against a team of them, even the 
younger children, we were beaten quite badly! 
One thing which struck me as quite refreshing about these children, and also the teenagers, 
was the enthusiastic and ambitious attitude they displayed towards their education; they 
simply loved going to school. One girl we met, called Chikondi Soko, told us about her 
school day – she awoke and rose at three in the morning, when she began her chores, 
lessons and studying – and didn't finish until 10 at night. However, Chikondi didn't seem at 
all bothered by having only 5 hours of sleep per night; on the contrary, she spoke of her 
school day with a sort of infectious enthusiasm. 

For one night halfway through our trip, we stayed at the tourist resort of Mayoka Village at 
Nkata Bay, Lake Malawi. It was at these resorts and in the cities where the effect of western 
influences in Malawi seemed most apparent; as we lounged on our deckchairs on the shore 
of Lake Malawi, sunbathing and sipping our passionfruit fantas, the poverty–filled life of 
those living in the town of Ekwendeni seemed so far away. It was this variety of ways of life 
which can exist in one single country which I found extremely interesting -  even in a 
country as small as Malawi. 
Whilst staying in Ekwendeni, we met and got to know many lovely people. Among these 
were an Irish missionary couple called Robin and Helen Quinn, who organised our activities 
for us and introduced us to many Malawians, Helen Scott, who was the leader of the Girls 
Brigade Group and also an influential figure in the church, Simon Mugabe, a very talented 
young man who came with us as we visited some of the schools, and so many others. 
Overall, our Malawian Experience is something none of us shall ever forget. We gained a 
unique insight into a world which is so completely different from the one we live in; this has 
affected us all and changed our perspective on life for the better. Africa didn't only teach us 
some important morals, many life values, and enable us to help those who are less fortunate 
than ourselves; Africa taught us how to live. 

Canonbie Chronicles is compiled by Anthony Lane.  Tel. 013873 71386. E: antolane@hotmail .com
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