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Setting the bar high 
On Sunday 16th February, Andrew brought his electric guitar along to church. He asked us if 
anyone wanted to have a go…and then rolled out a mean blues riff.  He said, “Can you do 
that? I can. Does that mean I’m cleverer than you? Does it mean I’m more talented?  No. 

I’ve been practising for thirty-five years. If you practise guitar that long, you could be as 
good as I am now. Probably better.  
“There are some things in life we aren’t brilliant at straight away. You try to get a little bit 

better at it every day. Football’s like that too. David Beckham got to be really good at 
football by practising. He got a little bit better at it every day. 
“Sometimes, when you read the Bible, you get the feeling God wants you to do really 

difficult things; like loving people who hate you. Or not being too worried about how much 
money you’ve got and to concentrate on God. These are hard things to do. Not many people 
can do them straightaway. But if you practise being kind and loving to people. If you 
practise concentrating on God by praying and reading about Jesus, then you get a little bit 

better at it every day. And that’s all that God really wants from you. That you try every day 
to love him and each other a little bit more”. 
Andrew Morton is our Interim Moderator.  See our website for all of Andrew’s sermons 
and the content of all our recent services. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                               
 
 
 

Soup Kitchen 
11:30 am  to 1:30pm  Village Hall. 

Saturday 29th March 2014. 

After the Umbrella Walk 
£5 adult; £2.50 school-aged children  

 
Feet washing not included! 

 

Fellowship 

meets (most) Mondays at Mozie Law, 
7:30pm.  Call Ruth Foster on 71583 or  

We are just starting a study on prayer. 
Please join us! 

Check the website for more details 
 

There will be no Communion on Sunday 2nd March  
But we are pleased to announce preaching by a 

 

Sole Nominee for Minister 
on Sunday 9th March, 11:30am 

 

Liz Findlay, Session Clerk, writes: 

Rev’d. William Jackson, currently Minister of New Monkland & Greengairs parishes near 
Airdrie will be preaching for our vacancy.  The Nominating Committee is unanimous in our 
excitement that Bill feels called to our charge. 

Bill is 58, married to Linda, and has 3 married sons.  He has had 20 successful years in 
the ministry and comes to us with glowing references. 
Please come to hear and support him on 9th March. 

Refreshments Pots                   We will be having our annual                      Compost Cuttings 

Plant Sale 

sometime in April/May depending on the weather 
Watch the website and church notices for details 

http://www.canonbiechurch.org.uk/


Genealogy/ancestry research at Canonbie Church 
This is the twentieth edition of the Canonbie Chronicles I have produced since I ‘launched the title’ in 2009.  I 
hope it has proven to be useful means of keeping everyone informed of church life in Canonbie.  Each edition 
is distributed widely in the village and placed on our website.  Chronicles on the website as well as lots of other 
information about our Christian witness means contact details of church officers are available worldwide.  We 
can be contacted at the touch of a button and a common interest from far flung places is for 
ancestry/genealogy research.  
In the 5 years I have been producing Chronicles I have received at least one request a year from people usually 
in the USA, but sometimes from Canada or Australia to assist them in their research.  This usually means 
investigating our baptismal rolls, marriage records and graves.  It’s not unusual for the research to extend 
beyond these records into place names where ancestors could have lived in our locality; names that have 
changed with the passage of time.  I can understand the passion for finding out about the land walked by one’s 
ancestors but that passion doesn’t exist for me if the ancestors are not mine.  Some of our members are 
interested in local history, but there’s a limit on how far they can respond to some of the enquiries we have 
received.  As a church we focus on the salvation of the living rather than the record of the dead. 
A number of years ago, the Congregational Board responded to a request from National Records of Scotland to 
pass over parish records to make them available on-line.  This would mean they would be accessible 
worldwide and enable them to be stored in a secure environment and one which would preserve their 
condition.  All records kept in the church of births, marriages and deaths/burials up to 1960s were handed 
over.   
In January, ‘Life and Work’ included an article on the project – I’ve left some copies in the church.  I decided to 
put the new facility to the test.  I registered with the site and paid £7 to carry out some basic searches and 
view a limited number of documents.  On a cold wet February afternoon, I walked around our churchyard 
(both sections) and collected a selection of names from the gravestones.  About two-thirds of them were 
found on the website as follows: -  
 
Eleanor Arris d. 1994.  Statutory register extract (death certificate) available. 
William Wylie d. 1896. Statutory register extract (death certificate) available. 
John Jardine married Isabella Gray. 4 March 1890. Statutory register extract (marriage certificate) viewed. 
Mary Thomson b. 1831.  Parish register extract available (not viewed). 
Mary Scott b.1829.  Parish register extract viewed. 
William Elliot. Baptised 1 January 1819. Parish register viewed. 
 
So it works.  The website tells me that parishes kept good records for baptisms and marriages but were not so 
good for recording deaths.  Some of the people buried in our churchyard could easily be traced as born nearby 
in Langholm or Westerkirk but their death did not show on our parish registers.  It was easier to find the birth 
of people on the parish records than a similar record for their death. 
I would advise anybody wanting to search our old parish records to visit the site: 
www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk 
Visitors are welcome at the ScotlandsPeople Centre, 2 Princes Street, Edinburgh. 
Tel. 0131 324 4300.  www.scotlandspeoplehub.gov.uk 
Open Monday to Friday, 9am to 4:30pm. 
 
For those who want to locate a grave in our churchyard, contacting Dumfries & Galloway Council is 
recommended.  The Neighbourhood Services department of the Council own and maintain the churchyard and 
have extensive (but not complete) records of burials.  The department can be contacted at: Harthill, Glasgow 
Road, Lockerbie, DG11 2SE. Tel. 01576 203113 
Genealogists might also like to know that a photographer in the village, Howard Mattinson, has compiled a 
gallery of views and gravestone images from Canonbie Church graveyard and placed them on the internet.  
They can be viewed for free on the following link: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/letsbikeit/sets/72157622608432658/detail/ 
These illustrate the hundreds of graves there are.  The inscriptions on those stones that have been in place for 
150 years or more are usually illegible.  Most of the gravestone search requests we receive are for deaths 
before 1855, the year that statutory records began. So, if we’re asked to look for a grave by somebody who 
lives thousands of miles from Canonbie, we’ll do what we can.  But given the scale of the task presented by the 
number and the difficulty of reading them, volunteers are few. 
Anthony Lane, Elder 
 
Canonbie Chronicles is compiled by Anthony Lane.  Tel. 013873 71386. E: antolane@hotmail .com 
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