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We are an active, friendly, caring and welcoming community of evangelical 

Christians in South West Scotland and the Scottish Borders.  

We are here to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ and to further God’s 

Kingdom.  

Our purpose is to teach, encourage and nurture all believers.  

Our mission is to respond to human needs by loving service, and to seek to 

transform unjust structures in society.  

Our aspiration is to challenge violence of every kind, to pursue peace and 

reconciliation, and to care for God’s creation. 

 



Welcome to the Church Profile of the Christian communities of Canonbie 

and Liddesdale. We hope that through the words and pictures we have 

used within this document you will start to understand how God has been 

working with us to advance His kingdom. The document has been 

produced following extensive consultation with Church members and the 

wider family that worship at Canonbie and Liddesdale through facilitated 

workshops during summer 2018. It therefore reflects the consensus views 

of our Church.  

 

Have a look at our websites at:  

www.canonbiechurch.org.uk and www.liddesdalechurch.org.uk  

and our joint Facebook page where you will find much more detail about 

us and our activities. We hope you enjoy finding out more about how we 

believe God is working in our communities. 

For all the important statistics about the two parishes please visit the 

Church of Scotland resources page for Canonbie and Liddesdale.   

 

For a map showing our location click here. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                   

 

 

 

        

                                                                 

                                                 

                                                                

                                                                       

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When I broke my 
leg, food 

appeared daily 
from lovely 

Church friends. 

We love having 
children in the 

Church, enjoying 
themselves at 
Messy Church 
and Holiday 

Club, learning 
about Jesus and 
participating in 

worship. 

Carol singing 
with 

community at 
switching on of 

Christmas 
lights. 

Community Craft Group 

Being involved in community 
activities. 

http://www.canonbiechurch.org.uk/
http://www.liddesdalechurch.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/CanonbieUnitedParishChurchLiddesdaleParish/
https://cos.churchofscotland.org.uk/church_finder/data/parish_profiles/070392.pdf
http://cos.churchofscotland.org.uk/resources/statistics_for_mission/parish_profiles/070398.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?hl=en&hl=en&mid=1cwzXEwIC1GbEERLiJiFbiQLCGmQhOtLA&ll=55.13425526241819%2C-2.9480250360106766&z=11


Canonbie United Parish Church 

Canonbie is a beautiful small village at the confluence of the Esk and Liddle 

rivers. This rural parish includes two other small villages of Evertown and 

Rowanburn, and the hamlets of Claygate, Harelaw and Hollows, with a 

population of approximately 1,200. We are a dispersed rural community in 

the South of Scotland, with forestry, agriculture and tourism as key areas 

of employment, although we are also very close to the English border and 

to major transport routes and urban centres. 

Local amenities include a 

primary school, village 

hall, hotel, Post Office and 

Shop, dispensing GP 

surgery, tennis court and 

bowling green, and 

football field. 

Since 2003 Canonbie 

Church has been a united 

fellowship of Canonbie 

Parish Church of Scotland and Canonbie United Free Church of Scotland, in 

the form of a Local Ecumenical Partnership. More information about the 

Local Ecumenical Partnership with the United Free Church is available from 

the Clerk to the Nominating Committee. Our unique congregation also 

includes members from other denominational roots who are committed to 

worshipping and serving God locally in our community.  

Currently our regular activities include: Sunday Club, fellowship groups 

such as the weekly supper group, the Community Café, Community 

Cinema, Messy Church and children’s holiday clubs, Over 60s lunch Club 

and regular soup kitchens in the winter months.  

Morning worship takes place at 11.30am every Sunday in Canonbie 
following on from the 10am service in Liddesdale with a congregation of 
between 20 and 60. There are 105 on the roll. 

We have an active praise band and worship group who regularly take 

morning services; a group of volunteers who contribute to Bible readings 

and leading intercessions on each Sunday; occasional joint services with 

our linked Church, Liddesdale; we are a Fairtrade Church with a thriving 

Fairtrade stall; and are blessed with a Presbytery Youth Worker who works 

in both parishes and maintains strong links between the school and 

Church.  

The Kirk Session currently has 15 elders, the most recent being ordained in 
2018. There are 9 women and 6 men. In December 2017 Canonbie Church 
adopted the Unitary Constitution with the elders and members of the 
congregations taking on responsibility for pastoral care, finance and fabric, 
health and safety, safeguarding and GDPR, and communications including 
the quarterly Canonbie Chronicles and the website and Facebook page. 

Canonbie Church underwent 
redevelopment in 2008 and provides 
versatile and multifunctional spaces 
for worship and other uses, such as 
fundraising events, afternoon teas, 
ceilidhs, and use by other 
organisations for events like the 
school end of term service.  

http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=339520&y=576335&z=120&sv=339520,576335&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=513&ax=339520&ay=576335&lm=0


There is up to date audio and visual 
equipment which is operated by 
various people, including some of our 
younger members! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canonbie and Liddesdale Churches have been fortunate during our 
vacancy to have the services of our part-time locum minister who conducts 
worship twice a month and undertakes pastoral duties. There is an elder in 
Liddesdale Parish Church who is extremely competent in conducting 
funerals and supporting bereaved families in both Churches. 

In the linked charges, over the last year (2018), there have been 2 
weddings, 6 baptisms and 27 funerals.  

 

A huge strength in this charge are the lay ministry teams, especially those 
who have been trained and are very experienced in leading worship 
services on a monthly basis. Both Churches are open to new ways of 
worship, have excellent organists, and Canonbie Church has a music group 
who regularly play during morning services. 

 

 

      

 

 organist. 

 

 

The Community Café in the Vestry at Canonbie Church is open three 
afternoons a week and is a meeting place for those in the community who 
need company, help, advice, or just a cup of tea and some cake. It is also 
the venue for the Community Cinema, a new initiative in association with 
Driftwood Cinema www.driftwoodcinema.org/  

 

 

 

 

The nearest hospitals are Carlisle, Dumfries and Borders General Hospital 

in Melrose. There are cottage hospitals in Langholm where the parish 

minister there is the chaplain, and Hawick. There are two secondary 

schools, in Hawick and Langholm. Newcastleton and Canonbie are both on 

bus routes which link Hawick and Carlisle. 

The praise band play 
during services, along 

with our regular church 
organist  

 

http://www.driftwoodcinema.org/


Liddesdale Parish Church   

The village of Newcastleton, situated in the southern Scottish Borders, is 
a village that thinks it’s a city. With a parish of approximately 1,000, we 
have many facilities, a primary school, medical centre, 8 shops, a bank & 
PO, 2 hotels, restaurants, cafés, sport centre & gym, golf club, bowling 
green, RockUK  Outdoor Activity Centre, fuel station & public transport 
plus many other amenities which can be 
viewed on the village website  
www.visitnewcastleton.com  where you 
will also find out about annual village 
festivals.  
The village is a popular destination for 
walkers, fishermen and mountain bikers at the local 7Stanes venue. 

 

The manse is a detached, double glazed, 
stone-built house with 4 bedrooms, 2 
receptions, a study, kitchen/breakfast 
room, with one bathroom and two 
cloakrooms. There is laminate flooring in 
the hall and one reception, with carpeting 
in the rest of the house. It is currently 
undergoing upgrading to the wiring and 
plumbing, which includes replacing the central heating system. More 

details are available here.   (available soon)                         
Sunday morning worship is at 10am with a midweek 
short service on Wednesdays at 10am.  

Occasional Sunday evening Songs of Praise Service.  
The Guild meets monthly on Thursday mornings.   
 
 
 
 

  

We always say we offer a traditional service; however, our recent café 
style service was so enjoyable we look forward to repeating it. 

Church roll number is 135 and our Sunday congregation is regularly 
30+ attending.  We currently have 6 elders, a strong worship group 
and an elder conducting funeral services when required.    

We often say we have a more senior congregation; however, you would 
not think so if you saw our seniors recently, joining in with the children of 
the Refresh Community Church Holiday club at RockUK Adventure Centre 
where they climbed the tower, abseiled and zip wired! We believe that 
seniors have a very special presence, gift and influence to offer the younger 
generation in the church and village.                                     

We always say, ‘come in you are welcome’, we run weekly and 
monthly fellowship clubs and get togethers.     

We often say we are not technically minded; however, we have a 
new website and joint Facebook page, produce a bi monthly 
church magazine and every Sunday we use audio visual equipment 
during service.   

We often say ‘gosh we need a minister’ we do … but with our worship   
group and team leaders we are committed to carry on looking after the   
church, the manse, our congregation and the community. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

https://rockuk.org/centres/whithaugh-park/
http://www.7stanes.com/newcastleton-trail-information-c197.html
https://www.facebook.com/CanonbieUnitedParishChurchLiddesdaleParish/?ref=bookmarks


We are praying for and seeking someone to come alongside us and serve 

God in our communities, who will be part of our dedicated team. 

If you feel that God may be calling you to share your ministry with us, 
please feel free to contact our Interim Moderator, Rev Dave Whiteman, for 
an informal chat. 
 
Rev Dave Whiteman 
 
Email: revdave11@gmail.com 
 
 
 
If you are interested in applying to be our Minister, a letter of application 
should be submitted, accompanied by a CV. Applications, clearly marked 
‘confidential’, should be sent to the Clerk to the Nominating Committee; 
email applications will be accepted. 
 
The Clerk to the Nominating Committee: 
 
Mrs Ruth Gilbert 
Chez Nous 
Rowanburn 
Canonbie 
Dumfries and Galloway 
DG14 0RF 
Tel 013873 71 321 
Email: ruth.m.gilbert@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 ‘being confident of this,  
that he who began a good work in you  

will carry it on to completion  
until the day of Christ Jesus.’ 

 
Philippians 1 v 6 

 
 

  

 

mailto:ruth.m.gilbert@gmail.com

